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of the town including 'Desa Bhaktd Konda Venkatappaiah. Al-
though the police came to know about it later on, they were help-
less to prosecute them in the absence of evidence. They could not
arrest any one of them. Lot of pressure was brought upon Annapoor-
naiah and LingaRaju to disclose the name of the author. But they
refused to reveal the name as they strictly abided by the ethical code
of the Press.
When the ban was removed in 1950 the author published it and
dedicated it to Madduri Venkata Ramanamma who was no more.
Inspite of Venkatappa's willingness to give a statement in the Court
that he was the author, Annapoornaiah prevented him from doing
so. Besides, while going to the jail Annapoornaiah said to Venkatappa
"I never feel that, I have to go to the jail on account of the play
which you had written. I have to accept complete responsibility
because I have not only witnessed it and appreciated but also pub-
lished it. Therefore you should not feel for it. I am not writing this
for courtesy, but whole heartedly". How noble and and self sacri-
ficing!
While replying to the charges against him in this connection An-
napoornaiah made a lengthy statement before the Judge. "My
purpose is to present people a picture of the Indian Independence
war which was fought for the first time in 1857. This is a true story
which is recorded in history. This story is the basis for "Chitchula
Pidugu". 1857 is the date of Sepoy Mutiny.
The author of "Chitchula Pidugu" Sri Venkatappa subsequently
explained "the War of Indian Independence by VD. Savarkar, the
History of the Mutiny of Charles Band and Lord Robert's "My forty
Years life in India" gave me inspiration to write the play."
"Chitchula Pidugu" came to be discussed in Madras Legislative
Council The conduct of the political prisioners was miserable till
the reforms were made in the Jail Rules in 1929. The prisioners
were subjected to lot of hard ship and inconvenience because proper
facilities were not available. The prisioners suffered a great deal'